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TiCan I describe what the people of Benin believed in?

Success Criteria

* [ can make one connection between Benin’s bellejs and the beliejs of another
civilisation.

* I can contrast one of Benin’s beliefs with the beliefs of our world today.

* I can make an animal clay tile for the Benin gods.



Odd One Out

Which one, do you think, is the odd one out? Why?

Look at the next slide J‘or your answer.

The Maya Civilisation Benin Kingdom






Odd One Out

Which one, do you think, is the odd one out?
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Activity
1. Look at the picture.

2. Write three adjectives
(describing words) that you
could use to describe it.

3. Write two questions about
this object.

Photo courtesy of Ken_Mayer (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence - attribution
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In ancient Benin, religious beliefs
were centred around rituals and
ceremonies, and a Creator God
name Osanobua. There were lots of
other gods that were his children.

Connection: Do you know any
other civilisations that had lots of
gods?

Ceremonies were intended to make
the Oba seem powerful and great,
and were led by a priest (ohen).
Through these ceremonies, the
Benin people practised their beliefs
about the gods.
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Group 2: Benin Beliefs

The Benin people made human
sacrifices. Usually criminals and
prisoners were used for this,
although archaeologists have found
the bodies of women at the bottom
of wells, dressed in jewellery and
fine clothes, which gives us
evidence of other sacrifices.

Connection: Do you know any
other civilisations that made
human sacrifices?




Group 3: Benin Beliefs

The Benin people believed that after
death, people may be either
reincarnated as another person, or
that the spirit joined the Spirit World.
The Creator God decided what would
happen to a spirit. In the Spirit
World, the Benin people believed that "(“'
the spirits lived in villages together,

like on earth, watching the ]
behaviours of their families and =
punishing bad behaviour. —
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Connection: Do you know any
other religions that believe in
reincarnation?
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Group 4: Benin Beliefs

Animals in the Benin Religion

The Benin people were animists. This meant that
they believed that animals and objects had souls
and spirits.

At one time, people sacrificed leopards to the gods
because they were the symbol of the Oba, so
sacrificing them, they believed, would keep the
Kingdom safe. Many warriors wore neckalces of
leopards’ teeth to keep them protected during battle.

Crocodiles were known as ‘pol[cemen of the waters’
and associated with Olokun, god of the water.

Snakes symbolised the power of Osun, the god of
nature.

Eagles and mudfish also featured regularly in
artworks.

Contrasts: How are animals treated by people
today? Can you think of any religions that use or
mention animals in their Worship?




Group 5: Benin Beliefs

Heads in the Benin Religion

The Benin people believed that the
head was the most important part
of a person. People thought that
this was where intelligence was

found.

When an important person died,
artists would pay tribute by making
a head of the person. People
believed that having a head would
mean that the spirit could be
contacted.

Obas’ heads were made from brass.

Contrasts: How do different
religions today act when someone L et

has died? "iﬂ‘mm
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Activity

Imagine that this head could
speak.

What three things do you think
it would want to tell 21t
century people about the Benin
Kingdom?

Use a whiteboard to do this.

Photo courtesy of Ken_Mayer (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence - attribution




